
First Reading — Ezekiel 2:1-5 
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet, and I will speak 

with you.” 2The Spirit entered into me as he spoke to me and brought me 
up to my feet. Then I heard him speaking to me.

3He said to me, “Son of man, I am sending you to the people of Israel, 
to disloyal nations, who have been disloyal to me. They and their fathers 
have rebelled against me to this very day. 4These children of mine are 
brazen-faced and hard-hearted. I am sending you to them, and you are to 
tell them that this is what the LORD God says. 5Then, whether they listen 
or do not listen—for they are a rebellious house—then they will know that 
a prophet has been among them.

Second Reading — 2 Corinthians 12:7–10   
7Therefore, to keep me from becoming arrogant due to the 

extraordinary nature of these revelations, I was given a thorn in my flesh, 
a messenger of Satan, to torment me, so that I would not become arrogant. 
8Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that he would take it away 
from me. 9And he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, because my 
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will be glad to boast all 
the more in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may shelter me. 

10That is why I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For whenever I am 
weak, then am I strong.

Gospel Reading — Mark 6:1–6   
Jesus left there and went to his hometown. His disciples followed him. 

2When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue. Many who 
heard him were amazed. They asked, “Where did this man learn these 
things? What is this wisdom that has been given to this man? How is it 
that miracles such as these are performed by his hands? 3Isn’t this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and 
Simon? And aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. 

4Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 
hometown and among his own relatives and in his own house.” 5He could 
not do any miracles there except to lay his hands on a few sick people and 
heal them. 6He was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went around the 
villages teaching.
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